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Shdh, advancing to attack them, was stricken down by
fever at Tihrdn. While he lay sick and unable to move, the
holy city of Mashhad was taken and sacked by the savage
Uzbeks and many of its inhabitants slain. Sabzawdr1
suffered a similar fate in 1002/1593-4; but three or four
years later2 'Abdu'lldh Khan, the Uzbek sovereign, died,
and his son, the above-mentioned 'Abdul-Mu'min Khan,
was killed by his own people. It was at this jifftcture
(April, 1598) that Shdh 'Abbds was at length able to attack
the Uzbeks in force and drive them out of Khurasan, which
now at length enjoyed a period of peace and tranquillity.
On his return from this victorious campaign to Qazwfn in
the autumn of the same year, he found awaiting him there

those celebrated English soldiers of fortune
brothel Sir Anthony and Sir Robert Sherley, whose

romantic adventures are fully described in
several excellent monographs3. These, who were accom-
panied by some dozen English attendants, including at
least one cannon-founder, aided him greatly in the recon-
struction of his army and especially in providing it with

artillery, the lack of which had hitherto so
. severely handicapped the Persians in their wars

with the Turks, so that, as it is quaintly phrased
in Purchases Pilgrims, " the mighty Ottoman, terror of the
Christian world, quaketh of a Sherley fever, and gives hopes
of approaching fates. The prevailing Persian hath learned
Sherleian arts of war; and he which before knew not the

1  The author of the 'Alam-drd-yi-'Ab&dsi says that he himself saw
amongst those slain at SabzawaV women with children at the breast

2  In 1006/1597-8, according to the 'Alam-drd-yi^AbbdsL

3  e.g. " The Sherley Brothers, an historical Memoir of the Lives of
Sir Thomas Sherley, Sir Anthony Sherley, and Sir Robert Sherley,
Knights, by one of the same House" (Evelyn Philip Shirley; Rox-
burgh Club: Chiswick, 1848); "The Three Brothers, or the Travels
and Adventures of Sir A., Sir R. and, Sir T. Sherley in Persia, Russia,
Turkey, Spain, etc., with Portraits" (Anon., London, 1825).